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ROAD SAFETY — DRINK AND DRUG–DRIVING OFFENCES 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [9.06 am]: On Sunday, I launched the Road Safety Commission’s 
new Time to Sweat campaign, which will raise community awareness of the new drink and drug–driving offences 
and penalties. The campaign is now running statewide on television, radio, and digital platforms. 
The campaign about the new and tougher penalties for impaired driving that come into effect from 1 July will put 
drink and drug–drivers on notice. For the first time, drivers caught with both alcohol and drugs in their system will 
be charged with new offences of driving with a blood alcohol content of or above a particular level with a prescribed 
illicit drug in oral fluid or blood. Western Australia is only the third state to introduce a specific poly-offence for 
driving while affected by a combination of alcohol and drugs. Penalties for existing standalone drink-driving and 
drug-driving offences will increase by a minimum of 1.5 times the current penalty. The penalty for refusing to comply 
with a direction from police to provide a breath or saliva sample for testing will generally more than double. The 
increase in penalties reflects the seriousness of driving while affected by drugs or alcohol. Impaired driving is a major 
contributor to road trauma in WA. Last year, 7 500 drivers were caught drink-driving and 4 000 people were caught 
drug-driving. In addition, there were 42 road fatalities for which alcohol was suspected to be a factor. With significant 
changes in enforcement and tougher penalties, we are sending a strong message to the community that if you get 
behind the wheel while under the influence of alcohol and drugs, it’s time to sweat. 
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